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SUBJECT: LAO AMBASSADOR TO INDIA REPORTEDLY HAS DEFECTED 

1 . A BURMESE EMBOFF TOLD US JANUARY 29 THAT THE LAO 
AMBASSADOR TO INDIA, WHO WAS INSTRUCTED TO RETURN TO 
LAOS FOR SEMINAR OVER ONE MONTH AGO, HAD LEFT THE LAO 
EMBASSY SHORTLY THEREAFTER BUT DID NOT RETURN TO LAOS. 

THE BURMESE SAID THAT THE AMBASSADOR HAD APPARENTLY 
DEFECTED BUT THAT THE INDIAN GOVERNMENT WAS "TRYING TO 
KEEP THIS QUIET." 

2. THE SOURCE SAID THAT SOMKEO, PREVIOUSLY A PROTOCOL 
OFFICIAL IN THE LAO MFA, WAS NOW CHARGE D'AFFAIRES IN 
NEW DELHI. 
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